
Catholic Schools Office 
Choir Festivals
Over 1800 learners attending Catholic 
Schools in Johannesburg participated in 
two beautiful mornings of music. The first 
Choir Festival was held on 13 September 
at the Linder Auditorium. 

Eleanor Hough, Principal of McAuley 
House High School led the opening 
prayer and Jaco Ferreira, St David’s Marist 
Inanda was the MC. Jaco kept the morning 
programme lively while the audience 
was entertained by inspirational school 
choirs.  
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Grade 7 Mass, Regina 
Mundi Catholic Church
On Friday 14 October, 1014 learners 
from 22 Catholic primary schools in 
the Johannesburg Diocese gathered at 

Regina Mundi Catholic Church 
in Soweto to celebrate their 
annual Grade 7 Farewell Mass.  
The celebrant was Fr Reginald 
Anthony (OMI). Maggie Reynolds 
led the hymns and the theme of 
the Mass was “Mercy Matters.” Fr 
Reginald reminded learners of 
how much God loves us just as 
we are.

The second Choir Festival was hosted 
by Holy Rosary School on 15 September 
and coordinated by Janet Chalmers, St 
Benedict’s College.  Both events were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

The CSO wishes the Catholic School 
Community a blessed, safe and 
joyous festive season.

For the Director’s Christmas Message 
please go to page 12.
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Grade 7 Mass

Jaco Ferreira, St David’s Marist 
Inanda, Head of Dramatic Arts

Jane Tuson, De La Salle Holy 
Cross College

Eleanor Hough, Principal 
McAuley House High School

Choir Festival

Leadership Course  Marist Brothers, Linmeyer 21 and 22 July

Helen Mills, St Davids Marist Inanda Kirsten Smith, 
PS Principal  Maryvale College

Gary Norton, Sandra 
Kuhn, Mary Vita 
and Braam Gouws 
at Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer

Dr Annemarie Paulin-
Campbell, Jesuit 
Institute

Viloshni Naidoo, Dominican Convent

Mike Thiel, Head of St Davids 
Marist Inanda, Graham Howarth, 
Head of Dominican Convent and 
Gary Norton, Principal of Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer
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Grade 11 Leadership 
Day
The Grade 11 Leadership Day, 
coordinated by Dave Smith took 
place on Saturday 17 September 
at St David’s Marist Inanda. Grade 
11 Leaders attended this session 
which included presentations by 
Colin Northmore, Head of Sacred 
Heart College and Rose Karam, 
Housemistress at Roedean School. 
Interactive breakaway sessions were 
led by Karen Seeger, McAuley House, 
Darren Flood, CBC Boksburg, Bev 
Whittal, St Catherine’s Florida and 
Judy Werth, De La Salle Holy Cross 
College. Current Grade 12 Leaders 
also led breakaway sessions which 
enabled them to share their current 
journey in leadership roles. An 
enjoyable and informative morning 
was had by all.

Dave Smith  – Senior Deputy Headmaster St Davids Marist Inanda
Colin Northmore – Head of Sacred Heart College
Rose Karam – Housemistress at Roedean School

Karen Seeger  – McAuley House School

Judy Werth, De La Salle Holy Cross 
College and Darren Flood, HS 

Principal CBC Boksburg

Micaela Rei 
St Catherine’s Florida

Leadership Course 
Modules 5 & 6 of the CSO Leadership 
Course were presented at Marist Brothers, 
Linmeyer on 21 & 22 July. 

Annemarie Paulin-Campbell (Jesuit 
Institute) led the spiritual session: 
“Spirituality as a means of preventing 
burn-out.” Modules were presented 
by Gary Norton (Principal of Marist 
Brothers, Linmeyer), Graham Howarth 
(Headmaster of Dominican Convent) and 
Mike Thiel (Executive Headmaster of St 
David’s Marist Inanda.) 

The following elements were 
included: “Developing Relationships, 
Understanding People in Schools and 
Performance Matters.”

Module 7 was presented by Colin 
Northmore (Head of Sacred Heart 
College) and Heather Blanckensee 
(Principal of the High School at Sacred 
Heart College.) This module focused 
on the legal aspects of leadership 
and participants were presented with 
various scenarios. All modules were very 
interactive and thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.

The Graduation Ceremony will take place 
on 23 November at Marist Brothers, 
Linmeyer.

Heather Blanckensee Colin Northmore

Developing Relationships, Understanding People in Schools 

and Performance Matters
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Principals’ Meeting 
The final Principals’ Meeting for 2016 was 
held at Shanahan Park on 11 October.

Graeme Edwards, Principal of St David’s 
Marist Inanda Prep School, shared 
information on his post graduate 
leadership work and delivered a 
presentation on: intersecting servant 
leadership and spiritual leadership. 
Dalene Rostovsky,  Principal of Dominican 
Convent Primary School and Jacinta 
Lucas, Head of Holy Rosary School, 
reported back on the CIE Conference. 
Each school received a folder with lesson 
plans for each term for specific grades and 
copies of the RE curriculum statement. 

Hilary Gray, Holy Rosary 
Primary School Principal & 
Ann Owgan, Brescia House 
Primary School Principal

Seminar for Re Co-
Ordinators and 
Teachers
The second RE Seminar was arranged 
by the Catholic Schools’ Office and 
held at St Augustine’s College on the 
22 September 2016.  The theme of the 
Seminar was ‘Meeting the challenge 
of teaching religion in a 21st Century 
classroom’ and was presented by Mr 
Alastair Smurthwaite, an academic with 
vast experience in Catholic Education.

Graeme Edwards, Headmaster 

St Davids Marist Inanda Prep School

Jacinta Lucas was elected to the position of  Principals’ Representative and Chair of CSC 
(2017-2018). Heather Blanckensee will also represent the principals on the Gauteng 
CBE. The CSO would like to express our sincere gratitude to Graeme Edwards for his 
dedicated years of service to the Johannesburg Principals Group.

The afternoon was well attended with 
62 RE teachers present.  The aim of the 
afternoon was to briefly unpack some 
of the main challenges and aims of 
teaching RE in faith-based schools as well 
as developing some fresh approaches to 
teaching religion in a multi-faith, multi-
cultural 21st century society.   

Alastair’s presentation was very 
interesting and inspiring with breakaway 
sessions during which teachers reflected 
and shared on their experience of the 
information. Teachers commented at the 
end of the Seminar on how informative 
the material presented had been. They 
added that they felt encouraged to make 
the teaching of religion more inclusive 
but at the same time not to lose the 
Catholic ethos of their schools. 

Alastair Smurthwaite 

St Augustines College

Dalene Rostovsky, Head of 

Dominican Convent Primary School 



Pretoria news

RE Seminar 
The RE Seminar was held on 17 
August at the Denis Adami centre. 
The theme of this seminar was 
“Different Forms of Prayer” and 
RE teachers prepared lessons on 
prayers in their various phase 
groups. Teachers were given the 
opportunity to interact with one 
another and experience new 
insights on the different topics 
discussed on the day. 

RE Coordinators 
retreat
The RE Coordinators retreat was held 
on 20 October 2016. This was a day 
of reflection and reaffirmation for the 
coordinators. Deacon Tshepiso Matli 
directed the retreat and coordinators felt 
spiritually uplifted. They started with a 
reflection using the method 
of Lectio Divina. It is always 
good for the coordinators to 
take time out to reflect about: 
“Who is God for them? Who do 
they think others think they are 
and who they actually are.”

Principals’ Forum
The Principals’ Forum took place on 
7 September at Morekolodi Primary 
school in Mmakau. The main focus of 
this meeting was to plan for 2017. The 
forum will be held at various schools 
and has been appreciated by all as it 
allows a wonderful opportunity for 
principals to visit different schools in 
the network. 

Music Festival
The Primary School Music Festival was 
held on 18 - 19 August for foundation and 
intermediate phases respectively. It was 
exciting to see the amount of preparation 

done by both conductors and 
learners over the two days. We 
thank CBC for their hospitality 
and preparing the two events 
so well.

Teachers’ Forum
The Teachers’ Forum was held 
on 13 August and was very well 
attended. High School 
teachers were hosted by 
Loreto Convent and 

pre-school teachers by 
St Paulus – the high tea was the 
highlight of the day! 

Foundation Phase teachers 
were hosted by Assumption 
Convent and were made to feel 
very welcome. The Intersen 
Phase teachers, hosted by Iona 
Convent, were given the chance 
to experience drumming, while 
others were pampered with 
manicures and pedicures to 
celebrate womens’ month. 
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Religious Education 
Co-Ordinators’ 
Forum 
The second meeting of the RE Co-
ordinators’ Forum was held on 
Wednesday 14 September 2016 in the 
Maryvale College hall with 23 teachers 
present.  

The main focus of this programme was on 
how they would rise to the challenge of 
being the RE Co-Ordinator. There was also 
the desire to encourage other members 
of the staff to enhance the ethos of the 
school by the positive influence they 
exert in their position. The teachers 
were separated into 5 groups around 
tables and a lively discussion followed 
on questions posed. The exchange of 
ideas about how to nurture the ethos of 
all the members of the school staff and 
community was extremely helpful.

Bev Whittal (St Catherines Florida) and Michael 
Moses (St Benedict’s College)

Spring Retreat 
A Spring Retreat for teachers was held 
at St Augustine’s College on Saturday 17 
September 2016. There were sixty-two 
participants.  

The retreat was guided by Mrs Julia 
Heaney whose gentle approach was 
greatly appreciated by those present.  
The theme of the retreat was based on 
Psalm 139, “Yahweh, I know you are near”.  
Teachers were given the opportunity of 
being aware of the direction of their lives 
and of finding the buried treasure of their 
self-worth by walking with the Lord in a 
meditation and reflection.   Teachers were 
reminded of God’s presence and of the 
beauty and joy of the earth’s goodness in 
our lives.   

You ARE NEAR 
Yahweh, I know you are near, 
standing always at my side. 
You guard me from the foe, 
and you lead me in ways everlasting. 

Lord, you have searched my heart, 
and you know when I sit and when I stand. 
Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 
keeping me from harm. 

Where can I run from Your love? 
If I climb to the heavens You are there; 
If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 
still I’d find You there. 

You know my heart and its ways, 
you who formed me before I was born 
in the secret of darkness before I saw the sun 
in my mother’s womb. 

Marvelous to me are Your works; 
how profound are Your thoughts, my Lord. 
Even if I could count them, 
they number as the stars, 
You would still be there.



news
school

Sacred Heart 
College Exhibition of 

World Religions
Over a period of five weeks, Grade 6 
learners at Sacred Heart College engaged 
in a research project that covered 
content knowledge, skills and values/
attitudes found in the Grade 6, Lifebound 
curriculum. The project spanned many 
subject areas including Religious 
Education, English, Social Sciences, Art 
and Computer Studies and involved peer 
education. 

De La Salle Holy 
Cross College 
Nthabalala Project - 
Thusanani
On Monday, 8 August, 15 Grade 10 and 
11 volunteers from De La Salle Holy 
Cross College traveled up to Limpopo, to 
take part in the Nthabalala - Thusanani 
Project. 

The initiative was started in 2012 by one 
of the College pupils, Tumi Masipa and 
her mother Angie, and is a student-run 
education based outreach project, aimed 
at bridging the gap between urban and 
rural schooling in South Africa.

The project gives learners from De La 
Salle Holy Cross College an opportunity 

to stay and teach in a rural village 
in Limpopo called Nthabalala 

Village for the week. 

The volunteers teach at the local primary 
school, help the community with 
maintenance projects and experience a 
rural lifestyle.

The College collects donations of food, 
stationery, playground and educational 
equipment, blankets, shoes and clothing 
for the Nthabalala Primary school and 
the local community.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
learners and I am very proud of their 
dedication and commitment” said Ms 
Debbie Harris, Principal of the College. 
“They truly embody the College motto of 
“Be first that you may be of service”, and 
we thank the community of Nthabalala 
for welcoming and hosting our learners 
every year”.

“Believe that there’s a light at the end 
of the tunnel. Believe that you might be 
that light for someone else” - Nthabalala 
Project - Thusanani.

7The De La Salle Holy Cross College 

learners and staff ready to leave for their 

trip to Nthabalala village in Limpopo

Marist Brothers Linmeyer
On 24 September 2016 Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer celebrated heritage Day, a 
celebration of different cultures, beliefs 
and traditions.

Facebook page 
https:

//www.facebook.com/
Nthabalala-

Project-Thusanani-
151394105001077/

home
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Blessed 
Sacraments

Holy Rosary School
The Grade 3 Catholic girls recently received their First 

Holy Communion – the Sacrament of The Eucharist. 
Father Leathem and Father Thabo celebrated the service 
at St Therese Church on Sunday 16 October.

Saint Benedict’s First Holy 
Communicants
The Grade 3 catholic boys of Saint Benedict’s  celebrated 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the 16 October. 
Father Leathem was the celebrant assisted by Father 
Thabo. The celebratory Mass was held at St Therese 
Catholic Church in Edenvale.

news
school

Dominican Convent School (Confirmation)Assumption Convent (First Holy Communion)

St Benedict’s College (Confirmation)

McAuley House (First Communion Retreat)

See page 11 for news on the chess tournament and athletics 

meetings
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Literacy and 
Mathematics 
Programme  
We were able to continue our 
programme during 2016, focusing on 
the Intermediate phase. It includes a 
curriculum management component plus 
the classroom based support through 
workshops and visits. A key success of the 
programme is an effective closer working 
relationship between HoDs, SMT members and teachers resulting in increased 
curriculum coverage and implementation. In turn, the HoDs converse frequently 
with teachers about learner progress, have English and Mathematics departmental 
meetings, and ensure that time on task is enhanced. It is encouraging to see teachers 
incorporating elements of the interactive methodology from their workshops and 
applying it in their classroom teaching. Our thanks and appreciation to Champa 
Goolab (CIE) for conducting the programme. 

CIE Leading 4 
Learning Conference
The CIE held their annual conference for 
Principals 5 - 6 October at the Sierra Hotel 
in Randburg. The programme included:
• Catholic Schools in the 21st Century 

(Dr Gregory Whitby )
• An Instructional Leadership 

Competency (Dr Alistair Witten)
• Catholic Education in Africa (Ms 

Augusta Muthigani)
• Are newly qualified teachers 

equipped to meet the challenges of 
South African Classrooms? (Dr Nick 
Taylor)

• Curriculum Leadership in resource-
poor contexts (Prof Relebohile 
Moletsane)

• Restorative Justice (John McCormick 
and Petrus du Toit)

• Safeguarding the children in our 
school (Fr Hugh Lagan)

A panel discussion – a new Vision – was 
led by Dumisani Kunene and the CBE 
had a general consultation session with 
principals.

Sports Leaders’ Day 
Attended by 38 delegates from 18 schools, another successful Sports Leaders Day was 
hosted by St Benedict’s College on Monday 19 September.  The opening session on 
Spiritual Leadership was lead by Grant Hanouch, RE Co-ordinator at the host school.  
The next session focused on the ethics and principles of participating in sport and 
was presented by Brenda Howden, Principal of Auckland Park Prep and Girls’ Schools 
representative on the Independent Schools Principals’ Sports Committee. There was 
some time for sharing amongst schools before we enjoyed a delicious lunch, which 

was followed by a presentation by the 
CSSC Communications Co-ordinator, Elvis 
Ukpong from St David’s Marist Inanda.  

The final session was presented by 
Heather Blanckensee, Principal of Sacred 
Heart College, and focused on Sharing 
Best Practice, specifically managing the 
‘hard conversations’ between all the 
stakeholders regularly involved in sport.  
The feedback that was received was 
very positive about the day.  A number 
of people suggested that it should be 
held earlier in the year, which will be 
implemented next year.
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Foundation Phase 
This has been a busy season for our 
youngest participants!  Thank you to 
all the schools that supported the 
various events and ensured their 
success.  The contribution of our 
host schools was also greatly 
appreciated: Sacred Heart 
Primary (athletics), St Teresa’s 
FP (tennis) and St Catherine’s, 
Germiston (swimming).  

It was wonderful to have more 
schools participating in the athletics 
meeting and definitely enhanced the 
spirit and enjoyment of the day for all 
the runners.  The children thoroughly 
enjoyed the programme of bean-bag 
races, ball and hoop races, track races 
and an obstacle course for each grade. 
Races were closely contested and there 
were some very promising performances 
from our budding competitors. 
Unfortunately, a number of schools 
withdrew from the tennis, which was 
disappointing, but the participants still 
had a wonderful afternoon. The format 
included some warm-up games and then 
a number of mixed doubles matches 
were played.  A lot of learning and a lot 
of fun were the outcomes of this special 
opportunity.  Thankfully, 
the weather for the gala 
was absolutely glorious, 
the pool sparkled 
invitingly and the 
shaded stands provided 
relief. With all the lanes 
filled, a good mix of 
serious and novelty 
relays were swum.  
There were a couple of 
dancing sessions added to complete the 
programme for the day.  The weather 
wasn’t as co-operative for the cricket, 
which had already been postponed from 
the first term, and it had to be cancelled.

Sports news
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Primary School
Sincere thanks to our host schools: De La 
Salle Holy Cross Junior and Sacred Heart 
Prep (athletics) and Holy Rosary (tennis).  

In the tennis, a mixed doubles format 
was played which always brings a little 
intrigue to the day.  Many players enjoyed 
making new friends, on both sides 
of the net, which contributed to 
the success of the morning. Both 

athletics meetings were 
very successful, with 
some fine performances 
from our very capable 

runners. A good 
variety of track events 

made up the programme, 
providing sprinters and 
middle distance athletes 
with the opportunity to 
show-case their talent.  

u16 basketball was hosted by 
Sacred Heart College. Only a few 
schools participated but all the 
players enjoyed themselves and 
some very good matches took 
place.  

Congratulations to the top achieving schools:

Girls Boys Co-ed
1 Holy Rosary St Benedict’s Marist Brothers 

Linmeyer
2 Brescia House Marist Brothers 

Linmeyer
De La Salle Holy 
Cross

3 De La Salle Sacred Heart Sacred Heart
Thank you! The CSSC Committee appreciate the amazing 

and consistent support provided by Rosa, financial input 
from Sr Margaret, Lisa’s backup on communication with the 

schools and the CSB’s financial assistance with 
high school events held at public venues.  We all 

also appreciate the support of our schools, 
and particularly the Principals and SMTs, in 

facilitating our involvement on the committee:

Assumption Convent School, De La Salle Holy Cross Junior 
School and College, St David’s Marist Inanda, Marist Brothers 

Linmeyer, Sacred Heart Primary and College, St Catherine’s 
Dominican, St Dominic’s Convent, St Martin de Porres High School, 
St Teresa’s School, St Thomas Aquinas School and Veritas College 
(Primary). 

Tennis was hosted by Brescia House.  
The format was changed this year and 
the boys and girls teams played in 
separate tournaments. Having more girls 
teams facilitated a back-draw and extra 
strength-based matches. The standard of 
the tennis was generally impressive and 
entertaining for the supporters.

Congratulations to the top achieving schools:

Boys Girls
Trophy Plate

1 De La Salle St Dominic’s Convent Assumption 
Convent

2 Sacred Heart Brescia House De La Salle

High School
There have been a number of events 
this season. The first was golf, which 
was hosted by St Dominic’s Convent and 
took place at Benoni Lake Club. A very 
successful afternoon was enjoyed by all 
and the results were as follows: 
Closest to the pin on the 16th hole: Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer
Best Nett score: St Benedict’s College 
Best Gross score: St David’s Marist Inanda
Chess was hosted by Assumption 
Convent. The enthusiasm with which 
it was organised resulted in a record 
number of 76 participants from 9 schools.  
An experienced facilitator managed the 
day and it was a great success.  Well done 
to the winners:
Overall winning school: Sacred Heart College
Best girl player: Assumption Convent
Best boy player: Sacred Heart College 

athletics was a big event and drew lots 
of schools, which made the day very 
exciting. It was held at the UJ stadium 
and was exceptionally well organised and 
hosted by Holy Rosary School (logistics) 
and Sacred Heart College (catering).  Well 
done to participants, especially those 
involved in breaking the 12 new records 
established at the meeting:
Brescia House School, De La Salle Holy Cross 
College, Marist Brothers Linmeyer and Sacred 
Heart College – 1 new record per school.
St Benedict’s College – 3 new records.
Holy Rosary School – 5 new records.

Mary Parr (Chair of the Catholic Schools’ Sports Council)
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Director’s MessagePrincipals’ end of year Christmas lunch 
The Johannesburg Principals’ Lunch took place on Tuesday 8 
November at Assumption Convent and the pretoria Principals 
attended their lunch on Friday 11 November at o’ Galito Restaurant 
in Pretoria. A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

Larry Assi, Principal Tsogo High School, Stuart 
Shillinglaw, Principal Loreto Convent and Peter 
Ross, Principal CBC Mount Edmund

Violet Ramathunya, CSO Pretoria and 
Madeleen Gorst-Allman, Principal St Paulus 
Primary School

Farewell to Eleanor Hough, McAuley House. Vivien 
Johnson, St Catherine’s Germiston, Tish Pritchard, 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer

Felicity Herd, St Martin De Porres, Marion 
MacKinnon and Deon Oerson, St Benedict’s 
College

Sr Nkele, St Angelas Primary and Malefu 
Chabane, Lourdes Primary School

Mike Thiel, St Davids 
Marist Inanda and Heather 
Blanckensee, Sacred Heart 
College

Mapula Matlaisane, Principal of Morekolodi Primary School

In reviewing the past year, we are 
encouraged by the fact that we have 
been able to realise several of the 

objectives of the Catholic Schools Board 
Strategic Plan through planned services 
and workshops. Our focus continues to be 
a support to Religious Education through 
various interventions, strategies, leadership 
development and coordinating the coming 
together of our schools to attend and 
celebrate different events in our calendar.   

The events and photographs in this 
newsletter reflect the activities of this last 
quarter. Attendance by staff members 
and students of our schools at the 
many workshops and meetings has 
been extremely good, in particular the 
participation in the various Inter-Catholic 
events.  

We have much to celebrate and give thanks 
to God for the many blessings bestowed on 
all in our schools.   

We bid farewell to retiring staff members 
and principals, namely Vivien Johnson 
(St Catherine’s Convent, Germiston), Tish 
Pritchard (Marist Brothers Linmeyer), 
Eleanor Hough (McAuley House), Teresa 
Venter (St Ursula’s Convent), Peter Ross 
(CBC Pretoria), Larry Assi (Tsogo High 
School) and Stuart Shillinglaw (Loreto 
Convent School Skinner Street). We wish 
them God’s Blessing as they embark on a 
new journey. 

The season of Advent begins on Sunday 
27 November. This is a time of preparation 
and hope as we look forward to the birth 
of Jesus – the feast of the Nativity and the 
commemoration of the extraordinary event 
in Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago when 
God became Man and “lived amongst us”.

From the Catholic Schools Office, we send 
the spirit of peace and hope to all in our 
Catholic schools community. We send the 
spirit of courage to those who have had 
a particularly difficult year. We send the 
spirit of generosity and goodwill to all our 
board members, principals, staff members, 
parents and children.

Let us be instruments of peace as we enter 
the season of Advent; and   

“Let us walk in the light of the Lord”. 
(Isaiah 2: 5)   

Thank you for the gift of yourself during 
2016.

With blessings, Rosa 


